
“Outrageous Love”
Jonah 1

God’s outrageous love demands that you share His love with the unlovable (1-3)
In Jonah 1:1-3, Jonah was running from God in order to avoid obeying God because he thought that 

God was demanding something that was too outrageous to do. Jonah loved God’s grace when it applied to his 
life or to the Jewish people, but the people of Nineveh were the worst-of-the-worst. The people of Nineveh 
were Gentiles who worshiped false gods. They were brutal and cruel, and they were anything but friends of the 
Jews. Unlike God’s people, the people of Nineveh didn’t deserve God’s grace, right? If anything, because of 
the way that the people of Nineveh acted and because of the way that they had treated the Jewish people in 
the past, they deserved God’s judgment! Jonah thought this was the case, and because of Jonah’s attitude 
towards the people of Nineveh, Jonah ran. Jonah wanted to get away from God because God’s love was just 
too outrageous for Jonah. Jonah ran away from God because God was calling him to do something that Jonah 
did not want to do. God’s love is outrageous, and God’s mission is outrageous: To take His love to all nations in 
the world. From the best-of-the-best to the worst-of-the-worst, God’s love demands that we share His love with 
the unlovable.
1. Read Jonah 1:2. How would God’s call have been scary for Jonah? Why would Jonah have thought that 

God’s demand was outrageous?
2. Have you ever been called by God to do something that scared you, involving some risk and danger in 

your life? If so, share your story. What was it God called you to do, and how did you respond?
3. Read Jonah 1:3. Jonah wanted to get away from the presence of the Lord. He was willing to pay to get 

away. Why do you think Jonah ran? What do you think he was hoping to accomplish?
4. Have you ever tried to run away from God’s presence? Why?
5. Pray for our church and for your group that we would always be willing to obey, even when God calls us to 

do things for His Kingdom and His work that are scary and risky.

God’s outrageous love can even use your mistakes to lead others to Him (4-16)
While Jonah attempted to run away from God, God stepped in to remind Jonah that running away from 

Him was impossible to do. Surely Jonah knew that He couldn’t run away from the God of the heavens who 
made the sea and the land? Regardless, running away from God wasn’t going to work, and God proved to 
Jonah that running would not work by controlling Jonah’s circumstances in order to stop him from running in 
the wrong direction. In fact, even when running, God still used Jonah to share His love with the lost. While 
Jonah didn’t want to bring God’s call for repentance to Nineveh, Jonah’s mistake and his testimony about God 
brought a message of repentance to the Gentile sailors on the boat! Jonah realized God wasn’t going to let him 
run away, so Jonah told the sailors on the boat to cast him away. Although the sailors didn’t want to hurt Jonah, 
they finally threw him overboard as God continued to intensify the storm around them on the sea. When Jonah 
hit the water, the storm in the sea died down, proving that God was the source of the storm and that God was 
the God of the land and the sea. God’s outrageous love was big enough to use Jonah’s mistake to lead others 
to His love.
1. Do you believe that God still can and still does control the weather and circumstances in this world to 

protect and direct His people? Why or why not? Have you ever experienced His sovereign work in this 
way?



2. Jonah knew that what was happening with the storm was due to his disobedience to God. Have you ever 
realized that your circumstances were directly related to your disobedience to God? What did you do?

3. Read Jonah 1:8-10 and 15-16. Discuss how God used Jonah’s disobedience to reveal Himself to the 
sailors. Does anyone have a testimony of how God used the disobedience of someone else to reach 
them? Does anyone have a testimony of how God has used their disobedience to reveal God’s outrageous 
love to others?

God’s outrageous love often consumes in order to save you through His outrageous love (17)
Jonah discovered in an outrageous way how outrageous God’s love really is! Jonah didn’t deserve to 

be saved. Jonah was a runaway, who had disobeyed God’s demand and disagreed with God’s desire. Jonah 
got caught, but he hadn’t repented. Jonah had been cast overboard because of his mistake, and he assumed 
that he was being cast to his death. But Jonah couldn’t outrun God’s love and purpose in his life. In God’s 
grace and outrageous love, God sent a fish to swallow Jonah. Imagine how terrifying that would have been for 
Jonah! Imagine how incredibly uncomfortable and miserable his situation inside the fish would have been. 
From a runaway to a castaway to a meal for fish, Jonah’s race away from God was a failure. But as Jonah was 
ran away from God, Jonah collided with God’s amazing race for him! God’s outrageous love didn’t give up on 
Jonah. God’s outrageous love caught up with Jonah. God’s outrageous love consumed Jonah in order to save 
Jonah’s life. Today, God’s love is still that outrageous, and in His love, God still consumes us in different ways 
in order to save us through His outrageous love.
1. Read Jonah 1:17. Some people argue that being swallowed by a fish and surviving three days in the belly 

of a fish would have been impossible. How would you respond to an argument against the facts of verse 
17?

2. Use cross-references in your Bible to identify a reference to verse 17 in the New Testament. Read that 
verse/passage and discuss how it connects the illustration of Jonah to the Gospel?

3. God’s love consumed Jonah to save Jonah, but God’s love didn’t mean that it was pleasant and easy for 
Jonah. Have you ever experienced God’s consuming love that took over in your life to redirect your life? 
Take a minute to share your testimony, and then as a group discuss people who could benefit from hearing 
your testimony.

4. Take time for each person in your group to pray or break into small groups of two to three to pray together. 
Thank God for His consuming, outrageous love that saves. Take time to pray by name for those who need 
God’s outrageous love in their lives.


